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The True Meaning of Easter 
 
As your pastor, I have spent some time this past month discussing how 
we should prepare our hearts for the miracle of Easter. If I am honest, 
Easter needs to be about more than new clothes or a day spent with   
family. While these things are important, that is not the true meaning of 
Easter. What is?   
 
Easter is the cornerstone of the Christian faith—the day that changed 
everything. It is more than just a holiday; it is the celebration of Jesus 
Christ’s victory over sin and death. When Jesus rose from the grave on 
that first Easter morning, He proved He is the Son of God, the world's 
Savior, and the source of eternal life for all who believe in Him. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus fulfills God’s promise to redeem His people. 
Through His sacrificial death on the cross, Jesus bore the penalty for our 
sins, offering us forgiveness and reconciliation with God. But there 
would be no hope if the story had ended at the cross. Easter reminds us 
that death does not have the final word. The empty tomb declares that 
Jesus is alive and that we, too, can have eternal life through Him. 
 
Easter is not just a historical event—it is a personal invitation. The same 
power that raised Jesus from the dead is available to transform our lives 
today. No matter our past, our failures, or our doubts, the resurrection 
assures us that God’s grace is greater. It calls us to faith, hope, and a 
new life in Christ. 
 
As we celebrate Easter, let’s not lose sight of its true meaning. It is not 
about eggs, baskets, or family gatherings—though those are wonderful 
traditions. Easter is about Jesus, the risen Savior, who conquered the 
grave and offered us eternal life. May we embrace this good news with 
joy and share it with a world that needs hope. 
 
He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Until next month,  
 

Pastor Jason  
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 TUMC Finance and Administrative Council Meeting 
Thursday, March 20, 2025-Minutes 

Greeting and Call to Order by John Keene (Finance Chair) 

Attendees: Jim (Treasure, Trustee), Jane LaFollette (Worship), Correen Dammen (Staff-Pastor Relations),     

Pastor Jason 

Devotion: John Keene 

Change and/or Additions to this Agenda: None 

Review and Approval of the February 2025 Meeting Minutes: moved, seconded and approved. 

Treasurer Report: Reviewed financial reports showing a $2600 loss of revenue from last month. Moved to    

approve, seconded and motion carried.  Next month we may need to take a withdrawal from our investment 

account due to our loss in revenue.  Discussion tabled for now. 

Old Business: None 

Finance Committee Report: Investment advisor to inform congregation on giving thru Required Minimum     

Distributions/401K and other investments.   

Old Business: Audit Committee-not yet assembled, seeking committee members.  Electronic Giving-working on 

streamlining electronic giving.   

New Business: Proposed reporting monthly income and expense totals in the monthly newsletter.  The            

discussions with a Christian school start-up for a three day a week K-5 of 40-50 students, proposal was           

rejected due to lack of sufficient playground area and time required for set up and take down.  Moved to        

approve report, seconded and motion carried.   

Administrative Council Meeting Board of Trustees Report: Trustees are reexamining the five-year plan for the 

campus.   

Parsonage-No open parsonage issues. 

Church-Air conditioners/Splits installed from outside so we can use for heating and cooling. 

CMC-Replace tiles in kitchen.  Subsidence under the parking lot retaining wall will be evaluated and repair 

costs determined.  Moved to approve, seconded. 

Overall-Wayne will investigate cost to install more exterior cameras to monitor the parking lots. 

Security Projects-Install electronic door locks to replace key locks. 

Pastor Jason’s Report: Attached, moved to approve, seconded and motion carried. 

Program Committees Reports: 

Worship-Volunteer Recognition Sunday is April 27th, Graduates recognition service is May 11th, Maundy 

Thursday readers sign up sheet in church. 

Missions-See Sue’s report attached. 

Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations-Reminder Pastors Day off is every Friday.  Please be mindful not to call him on 

Fridays or when he’s on vacation.  If an emergency arises during his time off please contact our office staff; 

they will assist with the issue.  We have Pastoral coverage and support in his absence.   

United Women in Faith-No report. 

Christian Education-Youth attendance remains strong with need for adult volunteers to help education           

volunteers with supervision, city-wide summer VBS organization & monthly gatherings. 

Old Business Administrative Council-Simple Church update-work is proceeding, almost ready for larger          

participation. 

New Business Administrative Council-None. 

Next Meeting-April 24, 2025 at 5:30 pm 

Closing Prayer: Jim Wolff 

Adjournment  



 
Trinity United Methodist Church Board of Trustees  

March 20, 2025, 4:30 PM  - Minutes 
 

Attendance: Bob McNeill, Jim Wolff, Wayne Holdcroft, Mike Darling, John Hauge, Dean 
Geiman, Pastor Jason 
 
Meeting called to order:  Jim Wolff, 4:33 PM. 
 
Opening prayer: Pastor Jason 
 
Feb 20, 2025 Minutes: On motion & second, unanimously approved  
 
Activities: 

Parsonage:  
Lead has provided recycle bins for residential use. Norma will contact city to get 

bin. Also will be asking about recycling for CMC.  
Furnace filters will be replaced March 21. 
Reviewed five year plan 

Church 
The physical inventory of electronic equipment will be passed to Jim Wolff for          

completion.  
Water damage under window is minor and will be addressed Spring 2025 
Sidewalk snow removal - We will maintain sidewalk snow for April. Cancel for May. 
Two areas of cove lighting fixed by Bob. 
Reviewed five year plan 

CMC 
Kitchen tile will be inspected monthly for individual tile glue down. 
CMC – no new issues.  
We will investigate smart locks for church and CMC. 
Reviewed five year plan 
 

Other items: 
Cost to install exterior cameras to monitor the parking lots.  
Trustees are re-examining the five-year plan for the campus.  
The approved contractor list was updated by Bob. 
 Subsidence under the parking lot retaining wall to be evaluated and repair costs        

determined. 
 
Next meeting April 24, 2025, at 4:30 PM 
 
Meeting adjourned 5:30 PM 
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Missions and Outreach Ministry 
Mission and Outreach: Sue Holloway 
 
Adopt-A-Platoon: Our next assembly day is Thursday, April 3rd.  It takes about 2 hours to put the 500 
cards and letters together.  Please check out the “Adopt-A-Platoon” display at the front of the social 
room.  You’ll find new letters and a few cards.  The United Women of Faith are sponsoring a fundraising 
event on April 6th during fellowship.  Like last time, there will be egg bakes, fruit and muffins with a free 
will donation basket.  The funds raised will help defray the costs of this monthly outreach.  It costs about 
$175 each month.  The Holiday card project cost about $650 for postage and printing.  The majority of 
the cards were donated. 
 
Meals on Wheels: Our next week is scheduled for April 7th-11th.  Please contact Sue DeGooyer for 
questions and to volunteer. 
 
Hospital Blankets: We will meet on the 2nd, the 16th and possibly the 30th  in the Lutheran Church’s 
basement.  Enter from the east parking lot.  We meet for 2 hours.  Talk to Kathy Wanhanan or me about 
this project. 
 
Honduras:  As you read this newsletter, we are heading home.  We will have worked for 6 days with a 
day off on Sunday.  It is with the generosity of people like you that affords us the opportunity to provide 
much needed services to newborns through seniors.  The meds and supplies we bring will provide aid and 
comfort to those who have next to nothing. 
 
Greenery: We had a successful greenery project.  Our income was $1891.23.  The Youth received 35% 
for a total of $661.93.  The remaining $1229.30 went into the Trustees’ Fund.  With a bit more help with 
the selling, we can easily break the $2000 income mark.  Many thanks to those that helped last year. 

 TRINITY UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

United Women in Faith celebrates Earth Day 55 
 

Earth Day will celebrate 55 years on April 22, 2025 with 192 countries expected to participate in Earth Day 
around the world. You are all invited to advocate for our beautiful planet by participating in education and 
action.  United Women in Faith recognizes us all as stewards of God’s creation and it is our responsibility 
to advocate for clean energy to reverse the trend of a warming climate from increasing carbon and        
methane pollution. 
Since the 1880’s, human activities, particularly the burning of fossil fuels, have been the primary driver of 
climate change, leading to increased greenhouse gases emissions.  Today, climate change is intensifying 
and making more frequent extreme (and costly) weather events such as:  heatwaves, droughts, floods, 
hurricanes, and wildfires.  
The Theme of Earth Day 55 is Our Power, Our Planet inviting everyone around the globe to unite behind 
renewable energy and to triple the global generation of clean electricity by 2030. What can you do?  
…..Attend a local event: On April 26, Western Dakota Tech and Rapid City Sustainability will present Earth 
Day Expo at 800 Mickelson Drive, Rapid City. Hours are 10 am to 4pm. See rapidcitysustainability.com to 
learn more for a list of activities and t-shirt art contest for kids K-12.  
…..BHSU Sustainability Dept. is expected to again observe Earth Day 2025 on their Spearfish campus. 
Last year’s activities included speakers, vendors, solar panel tours, games, prizes, music, scavenger hunt, 
EV car show and more. Watch for information on date/times or call 605-642-6298.  
…..Contact your Senators and Representatives to share your thoughts and concerns in an effort to make 
a difference.  
Bonnie Brooking, President Trinity United Women in Faith 



Contact Information for                                   
Pastor Jason Christensen 
Cell Phone: 605-490-2601   

E-mail: broncopastor4@gmail.com  
 

Pastor Jason will be holding coffee hours  
at Lotus Up on Tuesdays from 9 to 11 a.m.   

Please stop by for a visit.  
 

He will honor the Sabbath on Fridays.  

GOT MUSIC? 
 

Are you looking to provide special music         
during worship service? 

We would enjoy hearing you sing, playing       
your instruments, sharing your musical talents,   

please contact the office.   
 

Are you wanting to help with                           
worship through song? 

Come practice with the praise team                   
on Sundays at 8:00 am 

 
I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise                

to my God as long as I live.       Psalms 104:33  
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 Hymn Dinger Handbell Choir 
 
The handbell choir will practice on April 
1st & 8th at 3:30 pm in the church.  They 
will perform on Sunday, April 13th.  

BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Birthdays:  
April 1-Kadden Dillman  
April 3-Brittanee Mattson  
April 4-Janet Lanphear  
April 5-Doris Adamson 
April 5-Jean Dyer  
April 6-Spencer Christensen 
April 7-Caleb Percy  
April 7-Carol Scott  
April 13-A.J. Katon  
April 13-Kathy Wanhanen  
April 14-John Keene  
April 17-Fritz Reller  
April 19-Orrin Aldrich  
April 20-Stephenie Campbell  
April 24-Bonnie Brooking  
April 25-Toby Keehn  
April 27-Gracie Kosters  
April 28-Larry Howell  
April 29-Blaze Artz  
April 29-Canon Rogers 
April 29-Carol Holdcroft  
 
Anniversaries:  
April 1-Merritt & Toby Keehn  
April 19-Robert & Deborah Thorp  

 

 

Faith and Fellowship 
 

Faith and Fellowship will be postponed 
until after Easter.  They will gather 
again on Tuesday, April 22nd at        

6:00 pm in the CMC.   

 

SERMON SERIES: 
Lenten Series                                               

(March 9-April 20)                                

04/06–God’s Compassionate Heart  
04/13–Journey to the Cross               

04/20–The Power of the Empty Tomb             

Devoted Series                                               
(April 27-May 11)                                   

04/27–Devoted to Fellowship          

05/04–Devoted to Communion        
05/11–Devoted to Prayer 

 

Volunteer Recognition Sunday   
 

If you have volunteered for 
Trinity United Methodist     

Church in any way we want      
to say THANK YOU!! 

 
We would like to recognize you and             

celebrate your willingness to help our 
church.  Please join us for donuts & coffee 

during fellowship on Sunday, April 27th. 
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Please remember our homebound members 
 by sending them a greeting card  

 

*********************************************************************** 
  Doris Adamson    Orrin Aldrich    Betty Bender 
  52 Dunlap Ave.    921 Addie    122 Wall St. 
  Deadwood, SD 57732   Lead, SD 57754    Lead, SD  57754 
 
  Jean Dyer     Winnie Ferris    Kris Foreman 
  Edgewood Vista    312 Main Street     PO Box 165 
  540 Falcon Crest Dr., Apt. 159  Deadwood, SD 57731  Deadwood, SD 57732  
  Spearfish, SD  57783 
 
  Jeremiah Fredericksen 
  3737 Casa Verde St., #138 
  San Jose, CA 95134 
 

LENTEN STUDY 
 

Pastor Jason will be leading a Lenten study        
entitled The Jesus I Never Knew. Philip Yancey  
reveals the real Jesus beyond the stereotypes,  

offering a new and different perspective on    
the life of Christ and his work---his teaching,  

his miracles, his death and resurrection---and         
ultimately, who he was and why he came.          

Relating the gospel events to the world we live 
in today, The Jesus I Never Knew  gives               
a moving and refreshing portrait of the           

central figure of history. 

The class will be held on Wednesday evenings, 
March 12, 19 & 26, April  2, 9 & 16                           

at 6:00 pm in the Christian Ministry Center.    

      Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday-April 13 

Church Services 9:00 am 

 

Maundy Thursday-April 17 

Church Services 7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday-April 18 

Da Vinci’s Last Supper 

Performance at the                                                                    

Homestake Opera House                                              

at 7:00 pm 

 

Easter Sunday-April 20 

Church Services 9:00 am 

 

The Last Supper Presentation 
 

The Lead/Deadwood Ministerial               
Association is putting on the dramatization 
of Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last Supper.   
The Last Supper performance will be on     

Good Friday, April 18th at 7:00 pm                 
at the Homestake Opera House. 

 
 

 

Memorial Garden                                                  
Sunday, April 20th 

If you’d like to donate an Easter lily, 
potted plant, or bouquet of flowers   

in memory of a loved one or in    
honor of someone please bring 
them to the CMC or church by     

Saturday, April 19th at 9:00 am.   

Please call the office with who provided flowers           
and who it is in honor or memory of so that                 

information can be included in the Easter bulletin.   
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KFC (Kids For Christ)                   

Youth Program  
 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month   

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
 

Christian Ministry Center 
7 South Main Street  Lead, SD                  

Please call 605-584-1328 with any questions 

 

 
 

                 Sunday school is available for                                                                 

                 pre-school through 5th grade 

children.  The curriculum is based on the 

stories of Jesus.  If you are interested in 

helping with our sweet young children, 

please contact the office at 584-1328.   

 
Bible Study at                                                             

Trinity United Methodist Church 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
The Men's Bible study takes place every Saturday 

morning in the CMC starting at 7:30 am. This study is 
offered to all men of our church as well as any guests 

that they would like to include. No preparation is    
required, and study material is provided.  

 
Coffee Break Bible Study                                                                                                                        

Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study meets on Thursdays 
at 9:30 am in the CMC.  They are currently studying 
“Elijah and Elisha: Prophets with Power.”  Their time 
together as a group is very meaningful as they also 
fellowship and support each other on life’s journey 
while learning to live the life God called them to.   

They would love for you to join them, all ladies and 
friends are welcome!  Any questions can be directed 

to Shelli DeVries or Carol Holdcroft.      

SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION 
 

Registration for Summer Camp 2025 is now open!  
 

The people of Trinity UMC are committed to    
sending people to camp, so please inquire about 

scholarships. Some of the camps have limited 
number of campers so register early.   

 

Early bird registration deadline is April 30th 
     

Brochures are located at the back of the church   
or call the office with any questions.  

 
Please contact the office for the camp code. 

 

Check out dakcamps.org for all of                         
the camp opportunities!  

Celebrating our High School Seniors:  
 

We plan to celebrate and recognize our  
graduating high school seniors in worship on 

Sunday, May 11th.   
There will be wide-margin bibles located in the 
CMC during the month of May. We invite the 

congregation to highlight their favorite             
passages and leave a note in the margins.         

We will then present the bibles to the seniors 
during Senior Recognition Sunday. 

 
The seniors we currently have on our roster:  

Jerzie Artz 
Eric Kosters 

Delaney Mattson 
Hallie Person 

 
*Please contact the office if there is            

someone that we have missed.  



 
CHRISTIAN CHUCKLES 

 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord. Give me the grace to see a joke. 

To get some humor out of life, and pass it on to other folk. 
 

What did God do to cure Moses' headache?                            
He gave him two tablets.                                                         
Where is the best place to get an ice cream cone?              
Sundae School.                                                                                   
What is a mathematician's favorite book of the Bible?      
Numbers.                                                                                   
Why couldn't they play cards on the Ark?                               
Noah was always standing on the deck.                                      
What time of day was Adam created?                                         
A little before Eve.                                                                       
Why did the hawk sit on the church steeple?                                         
It was a bird of pray. 
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The Kiwanis 
Club in hosting 
a Lenten Fish 
Fry on Friday, 
April 11th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm 
at the Christian Ministry Center.  
Tickets at the door are $15 for 
adults, $12 seniors, $6 students 
(6-12), and under 5 free. Get $2 
off each ticket by purchasing in 
advance from any Kiwanis 
member before April 9th.   

TUMC BUDGET UPDATE 

 
Homebound Member Visits 

 
Pastor Jason, Royal Brooking 

and Carol & Dale Peters       
visited Winnie Ferris at her 

home in Deadwood on March 
20th.  That same day, they 
saw Doris Adamson & John 

Narem in the Rolling Hills     
facility in Belle Fourche.     

Royal and Carol sang some 
songs and Pastor offered 
communion.  All involved    

enjoyed the time together.   
If you know of somebody   
that the team should see 
please contact the office.   

Christian Library 
 

Hello from The Books’ Nook 
    Are you a reader of romance novels?  I 
found a romance novel in the church       
library! 
     The large print Return to the Big Valley  
gives you three stories in one book.   
The authors are all named Brunstetter---
Wanda, Jean & Richelle. 
      Each features a dilemma for a young 
Amish woman looking for the answer to 
her problem by living her Amish faith. 
      I enjoyed stories one and three but 
thought number two was lacking “flow”.  
     Take home a read that allows you to 
put your troubles aside and enter the 
world of the Amish! 
     Signed, Hooked on Books!   

 
TAX PLANNING TIME 

 
If you have a traditional IRA, SEP 

IRA, SIMPLE IRA, 401k and are 

required to take minimum           

distributions during 2025, consider 

Trinity United Methodist Church. 

Your church qualifies as a place 

you can donate your RMD.       

Ask your tax preparer or financial 

advisor to help you get a bigger tax             

deduction and help Trinity UMC. 
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Trinity United Methodist Church 

111 S. Main St., Lead, SD  57754 

7 S. Main St. - Office 

605-584-1328 

Trinity United Methodist Church is a 

welcoming congregation where God can 

be found in worship, music, and  

fellowship. Children always welcome. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES  

SUNDAY MORNING AT 9 AM. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Trinity United 
Methodist Church 

111 S. Main St. 

7 S. Main St.—Office 

Lead, SD  57754 
 
 

 

 

 

  Like Us on Facebook 
  Trinity United Methodist 


