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The Long-Awaited Messiah: A Promise Fulfilled

Greetings Friends,
What is it that you and I are waiting for this year? Are we in a state of
anticipation for the coming Savior? This Advent season I challenge all of us
to expect the unexpected, to take God out of the box and be the Savior of
reconciliation, love, and compassion.

For centuries, the people of Israel longed for the arrival of the Messiah—a
Savior who would bring redemption, peace, and restoration. The prophets
spoke of this coming One with words that painted a picture of hope amid a
broken world. Isaiah proclaimed, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder. And his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). This promise stirred the hearts of God’s people through
generations of waiting.

In their longing, the people faced challenges not unlike our own: uncertainty,
oppression, and questions about God’s timing. They asked, "How long, O
Lord?" Yet through their waiting, God was faithful. He provided reminders of
His promise, weaving hope into the fabric of their lives. Each prophecy about
the Messiah was a thread, forming a tapestry of grace that would one day be
unveiled in Christ.

And then, in the most unexpected way, God fulfilled His promise. Jesus, the
long-awaited Messiah, was born in a humble stable in Bethlehem. His coming
was not heralded by royal fanfare but by angels announcing “good news of
great joy” to shepherds (Luke 2:10). Jesus came to be the Savior of the world,
not by overthrowing earthly powers but by conquering sin and death through
His sacrifice on the cross.

The season of Advent reminds us that we, too, are a people in waiting. Just as
Israel awaited the Messiah's first coming, we await His return. As we reflect
on Christ’s birth, we also anticipate the day when He will come again to
make all things new.

In this season, let us embrace the hope of the long-awaited Messiah. Just as
He fulfilled every promise made to Israel, He will be faithful to His promises
to us. When we face trials or feel the weight of waiting, we can rest in the
assurance that God is at work in His perfect timing.

May this Advent season fill your heart with awe and gratitude for the Savior
who came to redeem and restore. Let us prepare Him room in our hearts and
celebrate the joy of knowing that in Jesus, God’s promises are “yes” and
“amen” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

This advent season, I challenge all of us to expect the unexpected. Let’s put
our time, energy, and resources in working to advance Christ’s mission here
on this earth.

»
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Trinity United Methodist Church
Finance and Administrative Council Meeting
Thursday, November 21, 2024
Greeting and Call to Order by Chairperson Gary Linn
Attendees: Gary Linn (Chairperson), John Keene (incoming Finance Chair), Cindy McNeill and Correen
Dammen (SPPRC Co-Chairs), Jim Wolff (Treasurer, Trustee), Pastor Jason
Devotion by Gary Linn
Changes and/or Additions to this Agenda: moved, seconded and approved to add items.
Review and Approval of the October 2024 Meeting Minutes: moved, seconded and approved.
Treasurer Report
Review and Approval of the Financial Reports: moved, seconded and approved.
Old Business: None
Finance Committee Report
Committee will meet separately from Administrative Council in the future.
Committee will focus on alternative gifting process.
Administrative Council Meeting
Board of Trustees Report
Parsonage re-siding Project final cost was $$6,025 with project donations totaling $5,280.
Multiple small fixes completed.
A $5,000 contribution was received for the Trustee Property Maintenance Fund.
The Dakota’s Conference proposal that certain UMC sites identified as possible wireless
cell tower sites, including Lead Trinity UMC, enter into an agency agreement with
SteepleCom was discussed. The Board approve the execution of the agency agreement.
Pastor Jason’s Report is attached.
Program Committees Reports:
Worship: We are in dire need of media operators. In addition, the laptop used for media
needs to be dedicated to media and left in the Church. The laptop is currently used as the
primary administrative computer in the office. After discussion it was moved, seconded
and approved that a new computer be purchased for the office at a cost not to exceed
$800. Trustees will source and setup.
Missions: The local American Legion will contribute $2,000 to the 2025 Adopt-a-Platoon
effort. Discussion of charging an administrative fee for non-Trinity fundraising where
office staff and copier is supplied was tabled.
Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations: Beginning January 1, 2025, our janitor employee will
become a contract employee consistent with her current janitorial business. Total
janitorial cost stays as budgeted.
The annual “Pastoral Move or Stay” report was sent to the Conference expressing
Trinity’s desire to continue with Pastor Jason as our spiritual leader.
United Women in Faith will meet December 1.
Christian Education: KFC had 19 attendees (soup by Sue Holloway).
Old Business Administrative Council
Greenery: successfully received and delivered. It was moved, seconded and approved that
net proceeds be split 35% Youth and 65% Trustees.
Christmas Eve Offering: After discussion It was moved, seconded and approved that the
offering be split 50% to the Lead Deadwood school lunch program and 50% retained by
the Church.
New Business: A “Simple Church” task force will meet in January to begin initial evaluations on
growing Trinity.
Next Meeting - January 16, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
Closing Prayer
Adjournment
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Trinity United Methodist Church Board of Trustees
November 21, 2024, 4:30 PM - Minutes

Attendance: Bob McNeill, Jim Wolff, Larry Howell, Wayne Holdcroft, Mike Darling , Pastor
Jason, visitor John Keene

Meeting called to order: Bob McNeill, 4:30 PM.
Opening prayer: Pastor Jason
Oct 17 Minutes: On motion & second, unanimously approved

Activities:
Parsonage

Siding project completed at a cost of $6,025. Donations received for project: $5,280

Sidewalk — John Hauge completed grinding last heaved edges.

Upstairs bathroom fan replacement completed.

Need new dry packs — Bob will purchase

No further projects anticipated until Spring 2025.

Church

Inventory of electronic equipment is underway (Lee Ann).

Water damage under window 1s minor and will be addressed Spring 2025

Primary boiler designation changed (John).

Sidewalk snow removal arranged with Jason Johnson for $400/month. Zero to unlimited
snowfalls.

CMC

Flooring regluing suspended until the new year. Only trip hazards will be corrected.

Trustee help requests: Live Nativity setup Dec 2 at 9:30 AM.

Coffee maker water lines were cleaned, and water flow adjusted.

Plow truck maintenance was completed, Truck is ready for winter service.

Other items:

A $5,000 contribution was received for the Trustee Property Maintenance Fund.

Trustee managed Funds were reviewed: On motion made, seconded and approved the
negative project Funds for Security and Snow Removal and closed Sound Project
Fund will be rolled into Property Maintenance Fund.

The Dakota’s Conference proposal that certain UMC sites identified as possible wire-
less cell tower sites, including Lead Trinity UMC, enter into an agency agreement
with SteepleCom was discussed. On motion made, seconded and approved, the
Board approve the execution of the agency agreement. Jim Wolff will complete the
Conference approved agreement and execute it on behalf of the Board of Trustees.

Next meeting January 16, 2025, at 4:30 PM

Meeting adjourned 5:28 PM
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| Mesoions and Outreack Ministry

IMISSIOI"I and Outreach Committee: Sue Holloway

:Meals On Wheels: Our delivery week will be December 23rd-27th. Sue DeGooyer is the coordinator for
lthis program and would appreciate having a few more team members. Give her a call at 406-781-8350 to
jvolunteer as a regular or sub teammate. There are only 8-9 stops and it takes about an hour. This is a
:great way to spread the Love of God and a way to introduce our church to the community.

Halloweenie Update: We had 77 little goblins and 55 adults come through the Halloween Castle door. We :
IWere fortunate to have 12 students needing service hours from student council and teen court. A good time -
lwas had by all and clean up went quickly and easily with the help of the big kids. Three of them stayed late I

and helped reset all the tables and chairs for the Home Party.

|Home Party: We had a beautiful day for the home party. The United Women in Faith pulled out all the
stops by providing 7 soups and multiple desserts for the lunch time. Rave reviews were expressed. The
table fees and the revenue from the bake sale came to $750 to be donated to “Send Hope”.

IVeterans Celebration Dinner: Twelve teen court students and 5 adults assembled 500 Holiday cards
Ibringing our total to over 3000! Only 46 enjoyed the dinner and presentations done by the American
ILeglon Leftover food was served during fellowship and | just finished the last of the Jello salad!

IGreenery: The net sales will be around $2,000 with 35% going to the youth and 55% going to the trustees
iprojects. Thank you to all who purchased Christmas Greenery!

iHospitaI Blankets: We continue to meet at 9:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday mornings at the
‘Lutheran Church as weather and our schedules allow. If you can thread a needle with a needle threader,
lyou have the skills to help. We meet for only 2 hours than enjoy lunch. Contact Sue for more questions

[and to volunteer.

ILive Nativity: See the flyer later in the newsletter for more information. We could use some help making

|cookies and bars to share with those that attend. The event is on Saturday, December 7th in the CMC from|

:3:00 to 5:00 pm. Come and get a great start to the Holiday Season.

in Faith inFaith

Invite all women of the community to our annual
Christmas potluck and program

DECEMBER 5 AT NOON
In the Christian Ministry Center

As a service project in the community, we are collecting
mittens, gloves, scarves and hats. The items will be placed
on the “Mitten Tree” and distributed to The Boys and Girls

Club, the elementary school, and to others in need.

COME, BRING FRIENDS,
ENJOY THE SEASON!

Trinity United Women in Faith December Events |

December 5, Noon-The Annual Christmas Potluck and Program,
all women are welcome to attend.
December 13,10 AM-Bring cookies to the CMC to package for
the Caroling party on December 15
December 15, 3:00 PM-An All Church Event --- Cookies and
Caroling --- with Beef and Potatoes meal to follow. Join us for
the Dinner at 5:30 even if you are not able to go caroling.

3¢ Women TRINITY UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 22 | Vomen I

Talk to your 401k custodian and your tax advisor.
Deadline is December 31
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Year-end Trinity UMC Gift Planning
'Tax deduction for stock donations:
If you’ve held the stock for more than one year, you
ican claim the stock’s fair market value as a tax
Ideduction on your federal income tax return. This can
ibe up to 30% of your adjusted gross income (AGI).
No capital gains:
'You generally don’t have to pay capital gains when
|y0u donate long-term appreciated assets like stocks.
'Your donations must be made by December 15.
:Contact your broker to make the donation. Contact
iyour tax professional for details.
401k Minimum Distribution Gifts:
lYes you can donate your required minimum
.dlstrlbutlon (RMD) to charity through a qualified
icharitable distribution! The money is a direct transfer
'to the charity that never passes through the hands of
ithe IRA holder. Instead, the IRA custodian can either
isend an electronic transfer of funds or a check directly
ito thecharity.

ecause a GCD does not add to the giver’s income or
reduce the giver’s maximum standard deduction, it is
loften a double win for the giver: required minimum
deduction if met, it is not taxable and the standard
ideduction is not affected The bonus is that Trinity is



Please remember our homebound members
by sending them a greeting card
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Doris Adamson Orrin Aldrich Betty Bender

52 Dunlap Ave. 921 Addie 122 Wall St.
Deadwood, SD 57732 Lead, SD 57754 Lead, SD 57754
Jean Dyer Winnie Ferris Kris Foreman
Edgewood Vista 312 Main Street PO Box 165

540 Falcon Crest Dr., Apt. 159 Deadwood, SD 57731 Deadwood, SD 57732

Spearfish, SD 57783

Jeremiah Fredericksen
3737 Casa Verde St., #138
San Jose, CA 95134

Church Event Pictures
Halloweenie Home Party
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GOT MUSIC? = BIRTHDAYS AND 2
osi , , , , *e ANNIVERSARIES Ay
Are you looking to provide special music ¥ Birthdays: H‘
during worship service? "f.- Dec. 3-Karen Auchampach ok
“  We would enjoy hearing you sing, playing ® 1 Dec. 3-Carla Koepp f'-*
4 your instruments, sharing your musical talents, . -L‘;H' Dec. 7-Clancey Fisher S
please contact the office. ~ 27 Dec. 12-Otto Hallberg ;;(.}‘
4+, Dec. 12-Rocky Mattson Ers

N Are you wanting to help with X 3 Dec 12-Chris Heisinger Ps
@ worship through song? *V; § Dec. 13-Barb Mattson e
Come practice with the praise team ) ng- ig::]]lamnel?ergristensen ¥ 0
4 on Sundays at 8:00 am _—— N Dec. 20—ChadhLa_rsen E\t
- lwill sing to the Lorp all my life; | will sing praise D Dec. 21-Butch Oien ey
- to my God as long as | live.  Psalms 104:33 S i Dec. 22-Carolgene Peters \L ‘
, A )4 Dec. 26-Miranda Baumberger S

., (') o & + « Dec. 30-Cynthia McNeill ‘.
ey e S T ¥ __ 7 .&  Dec. 30-Teah Pray > g7
P e R E E EEEEEEEEEEEE ] i va:'i-y‘
i Contact Information for m % .  Anniversaries: ¥
" Pastor Jason Christensen " pec. 1-Norman ;‘FI grl‘_?;ﬁge""ason 59
. . 2- r J,
::: Ce” Phone 605'490'2601 I &u Decl 22_Terry & Jean Dowr?lng (. )

E-mail: broncopastor4@gmail.com W D0 o . .o x  £303 .
m LR SIS VAL VRO R C AR LD DOV
m Pastor Jason will be holding coffee hours

at Lotus Up on Tuesdays from 9 to 11a.m.

m %ﬂﬁ/‘ Faith and Fellowship 7&%/‘

m Please stop by for a visit. -
- i If you are a person who enjoys

::L _ Ee:\":/i”: h=02c;r=th=e=82b=b(=]t2 on Eriglcig:.= u fellowship and reading the bible
T please consider joining us.
‘ v P BEE ACTIVE! Faith and Fellowship meets in the
. % BEE SOC|A||-! CMC on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.
S BEE WE_LL' We will read and visit about how
va;"l’fliﬁ%rggr:rg;ogaert‘i’é?sa‘t"éoiﬂi (')'rtleeto scripture can be of use to us and who
low impact exercise videos. knows we may even have some fun!
Join us at the Christian Ministry Center
located at 7 South Ma_in Street i_n Lead
on Tuestey ity origs SERMON SERIES
during the winter months Advent
of November through March. _ . (December 1-December 29)
&S5 JJ 12/01—The Unexpected Savior
12/08—What A Man
Hymn Dinger Handbell Choir 12/15-What Should I Do?

12/22-A Righteous Man
12/24-A Night of Hope and Joy
12/29-New Year, New Possibilities,
Trusting God’s Plan for the Future

The handbell choir will practice on December
3rd and 10th at 3:30 pm in the church. They
will perform on Sunday, December 15th.




1§ SUNDAY SCHO L

\ 850 Sunday school is available for

Bible Study at Trinity United Methodist Church v pre-school through 5th grade
children. The curriculum is based on the

stories of Jesus. If you are interested in
. The Men's Bible study takes place every Saturday helbi h Y hild
. morning in the CMC starting at 7:80 am. This study is | elping with our swegt young chiidren,
' offered to all men of our church as well as any quests please contact the office at 584-1328.

that they would like to include. No preparation is | ’4@ ‘:;‘4/
= P S, : 3

required, and study material is provided. They started -
| a new series called Grace-1t's Amazing which explores |
KFC (Kids For Christ)
Youth Program

grace through passages in the bible. g
st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm '

Men’s Bible Study

R

x

; Coffee Break Bible Study
Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study meets on Thursdays
j at 9:30 am in the CMC. For the month of December,
they will meet as usual on the 5th and have their
 party on the 12th. They are currently studying Mark,
chapters 9-16. They would love for you to join them.
Friends are welcome too! Any questions can be

i? directed to Shelli DeVries or Carol Holderoft. _ 7 S‘C:J;;tﬁ:ir Islllrsetg E:::IerSD e
B, e e T —_— - i A 9 . _-"‘-:E:
/ VoY oy Py oy Fy 4 P Please call 605-584-1328 with any questlonsx_; N
, Christmas Eve Offering ALL Upcoming Dy S
/ : . : ’ youTH December 44, aadeS:
This year during our Christmas Eve nd 18th

: 3RD - sTH January 1Sth anq 5
~ GRADE February 5¢ 5 15?1?

ar(:h 5th and 19
April 2nqg and 16t:1h

May 7th anq 14¢,

offering we will be focusing on sharing ’ '

’ the light of Christ to our community by .
half of the offering going to the Lead-
Deadwood School District to help pay
for student lunches and half going back
to the church. Thank you for your

’ generosity, compassion, and sharing

the light of Christ to the world during
& this Christmas season! / Advent Study
Y O O O O O O 4

If you purchased a book for the
advent study, the class will be held §.. .
on the following Wednesdays, Nov. [SSSEEEs
27,Dec. 4,11, & 18 at 6:00 pm in the o
Christian Ministry Center.

Blue Christmas

In the midst of the holiday happenings there are times when we are feeling blue and
it is hard for us to connect with the celebration of the season. We recognize the pain,
grief, and challenge that come with this time of year. Please know you are not alone.
You and your family are invited to join the Blue Christmas Worship Service
Saturday, December 21st at 5:00 p.m.
St. Jacobs Church
Lead, SD 57754
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Join us in sharing the

i
light of Christ during our f
1
3

Christmas Caroling
and Supper

Christmas Eve Worship Service
on December 2%4th, 202% at %:30 p.m.

Please plan on participating in the
caroling fun and help spread some
Christmas joy to our
church homebound members.

We will meet at the CMC
and leave at 3:00 pm.
There will be supper following the
caroling at approximately 5:30 pm.

ff during this Christmas Season. A basket
WI|| be located on the table at the back of the .

ww#»ww,

donations. Please join us in showing your

appreciation for all the good work they do
throughout the year. Our staff include: Pastor
Jason Christensen, Secretary Norma Nodland,

‘ We hope you can make it and don’t forget
to invite your family and friends to join us!

”’ *”’*

YRR TR

T RN T g A o R R e TN e oW -
. Administrative Assistant Holly Heisinger, and :" Christmas Brunch Social 5
Custodian Stephanie Stevens. Thank you for ¥ . The Women's Coffee Break Bible Study wil "5
): have their Christmas party on Thursday, ;
: December 12th at Jane LaFollette’s X
¥ . residence. If you plan fo car pool, meet =
" atthe church parking lot by 9:15am. =
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Trinity United
Methodist Church

111 S. Main St.
7 S. Main St.—Office
Lead, SD 57754

Trinity United Methodist Church
111 S. Main St.,, Lead, SD 57754
7 S. Main St. - Office
605-584-1328

Trinity United Methodist Church is a
welcoming congregation where God can
be found in worship, music, and
fellowship. Children always welcome.

WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY MORNING AT 9 AM.

Trinity
United
Methodist
Church

&7 wite us

@ clild is beim,
UNT S

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Like Us on Facebook
Trinity United Methodist




