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From Pastor Jasonôs desk 
Surviving the Winter Times of Christianity 
 
For many, winter, is and can be a difficult time, we need to use this time to grow 
in our faith and rest.  To remember and embrace Godôs love for us all and to see 
winter as a time to rely on God and his love for all of us.  
 
As the days grow shorter and the chill of winter settles in, both nature and our 
spiritual lives can feel cold and dormant. Winter, for many, is a season of         
external and internal quietða time of retreat, reflection, and sometimes, even 
spiritual struggle. In the context of Christianity, winter symbolizes not just a    
literal season, but also the ñwinter timesò of our faith: those periods when we 
feel distant from God, weary in our walk, or uncertain about the future. Yet, 
winter, though often harsh, is also a season of preparation, growth, and           
endurance. 
 
Winter invites us to slow down. The world outside may seem barren, but         
beneath the surface, life continues to stir. As Christians, we can view these 
times of stillness as opportunities for deeper reflection. Just as the snow quietly 
blankets the earth, we may find peace in the quieting of our hearts. These      
moments allow us to listen more intently for Godôs voice, to ponder His         
promises, and to prepare for the new growth He will bring in due time. Embrace 
the solitude and use it as a chance for prayer, reading scripture, and meditating 
on the depth of Godôs love. 
 
There are moments in our faith journey when God may seem distant, or we may 
feel spiritually dry. These "winter times" can challenge our belief and            
perseverance. But just as the roots of a tree are nourished in the unseen depths 
of the soil during the winter months, so too can our faith grow in times of           
hardship. It is in the cold, quiet seasons that our trust in God can be refined and 
strengthened. Though we may not always see visible fruit, God is at work      
beneath the surface, deepening our reliance on His grace. 
 
The promise of Christôs return is an eternal source of hope, reminding us that 
winter is not the end but a season that will eventually give way to spring. This 
hope fuels our endurance, knowing that our present struggles are temporary and 
that the day of resurrection and renewal is coming. 
 
As winter eventually gives way to spring, so too do our spiritual winters lead to 
new seasons of growth, joy, and revival. If you're in a "wintertime" of your 
faith, hold fast to the truth that this season will pass. Let the cold ground of   
winter cultivate a deeper, more vibrant faith as you wait for the warmth of God's 
presence to renew and revive you once again. 
 
Until next time, 

Pastor Jason 
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TRINITY UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

We will begin 2025 with our monthly meeting on January 9 at 12:30 with Mona Tinker and Carolgene   
Peters as our hostesses. Officers who will lead us in 2025 are Bonnie Brooking, Carol Scott, Sharon   
Narem, and Joyce Darling.   

In 2024 we were an active group with a great deal of participation in local activities of Trinity UMC as well 
as District and State United Women in Faith. We are always ready to include any woman who cares for 
serving women, children and youth locally and worldwide through the organization, and serving our entire 
church and community.   

Some of the activities that Trinity United Women in Faith were involved in during 2024 included: - July 4th 
Lead Celebration, City Park -United Women in Faith, Southwest District Retreat, September -UWF Table,     
Ministry Sunday in October -Prize Table, Halloweenie Event manned by UWF -Bake Sale Table for Send 
Hope Mission at Craft Fair, November -Christmas Celebration with Presbyterian Ladies and other guests,  
Janet Christensen as our Guest Speaker-December 15 Christmas Caroling -Ye Old English Roast Beef 
Dinner following caroling -A loaded Hat, Mitten and Scarf Tree to be given in the community    
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Missions and Outreach Ministry 
Mission and Outreach Committee:  Sue Holloway  920-7788 
 
Adopt-A-Platoon:  Just in case you missed it,  Congratulations to all the ladies that helped with the       
Christmas cards!  Over 3100 cards were sent to Texas to be put into their care packages that were     
Christmas Stockings!  I heard from 3 more people that received one of our fall letters.  I still have cards left 
over from last year and have already gathered up new cards especially with the help of the ladies at the 
Deadwood Post Office!  We will take January off and hopefully start again in February so we can hit 3000 
maybe more in 2025. 

Blankets:  In January, we will be meeting on the second Wednesday, the 8th and on the fourth Wednesday, 
the 22nd.  We work from 9:30 to 11:30 and then have lunch if our schedules allow.  It is a fun time for      
fellowship and service.  If you can thread a needle with the help of a threader, then you are qualified to help 
put a smile on a neighbor's face.  For more information and questions, call Sue H at (605) 920-7788. 

Meals on Wheels:  A few extra teams are still needed for when other teams are sick, on vacation, are   
snowbirds or otherwise committed to other appointments.  We could certainly use some subs.  Our next   
delivery week is January 27

th
 through the 31st.  Contact Sue DeGooyer at (406) 781-8350 to volunteer. 

As we start the New Year, I must acknowledge that it has been a busy year especially the last six 
months.  Besides working on the cards and letters, we had the Rally Breakfast, special events out the     
wazoo and outreach events such as Halloweenie, Craft Fair, Veterans Dinner, Live Nativity and the    
Christmas singing with the Olde English Dinner.  A ton of cookies and desserts have been made and dishes 
washed.  All of these events plus funerals wouldn't be possible without the involvement of the congregation 
but especially our United Women in Faith.  They have shown that they are up to the challenges.  They have 
my ever-lasting gratitude.  

The ladies from Trinity Church   
Coffee Break Bible Study (and 
friends) were treated to a special  
celebration of Christmas on          
December 12 at Jane LaFolletteôs 
beautiful home. Each room is      
decorated for the holidays. Jane    
prepared a wonderful homemade 
brunch for us. She truly has the    
gift of hospitality and a heart for 
spreading cheer. Thank you, Jane! 

Speaking of Coffee Break Bible Study...we are on a short break for the holidays right      
now.  However, we will be resuming our study of Mark on January 9 at 9:30 in the 
CMC. All women are welcome! In our study guide ñDiscover Mark 9 ï 16ò, we will 
be starting with Lesson 4 which explores Mark 11.  If you have any questions, text 
Carol Holdcroft at 720-270-7331 or email at choldcroft@twhco.com.  See you soon! 
 

mailto:choldcroft@twhco.com


>ưƤǫıŎǫ rƤŴưǗƢıǫƁưƤ ŴưǗ                                   
äıǟǫưǗ ¤ıǟưƤ >żǗƁǟǫŜƤǟŜƤ 
>Ŝƙƙ äżưƤŜʌ ɓɍɒ-ɑɖɍ-ɏɓɍɎ   

N-ƢıƁƙʌ ōǗưƤŎưǔıǟǫưǗɑ˽ŵƢıƁƙʒŎưƢ  
 

äıǟǫưǗ ¤ıǟưƤ ȌƁƙƙ ōŜ żưƙŕƁƤŵ ŎưŴŴŜŜ żưǳǗǟ  
ıǫ ¨ưǫǳǟ ăǔ ưƤ üǳŜǟŕıȒǟ ŴǗưƢ ɖ ǫư ɎɎ ıʒƢʒ   

äƙŜıǟŜ ǟǫưǔ ōȒ ŴưǗ ı ȋƁǟƁǫʒ  
 

mŜ ȌƁƙƙ żưƤưǗ ǫżŜ ïıōōıǫż ưƤ eǗƁŕıȒǟʒ  

GOT MUSIC? 
 

Are you looking to provide special music         
during worship service? 

We would enjoy hearing you sing, playing       
your instruments, sharing your musical talents,   

please contact the office.   
 

Are you wanting to help with                           
worship through song? 

Come practice with the praise team                   
on Sundays at 8:00 am 

 
I will sing to the L  all my life; I will sing praise                
to my God as long as I live.       Psalms 104:33  
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 Hymn Dinger Handbell Choir 
 
The handbell choir will practice on January  
14th and 21st at 3:30 pm in the church. They 
will perform on Sunday, January 26th.  

BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

Birthdays:  
Jan. 5-Helen Auer 
Jan. 5-Maxine Morcom 
Jan 8.-Cindy Specht 
Jan. 10-Marta Artz 
Jan. 15-Connie Berscheid 
Jan. 15-Sue Holloway 
Jan. 15-Mary Wagner 
Jan. 18-Sylvia Haux 
Jan. 20-McKayla Norton 
Jan. 27-Jane LaFollette 
Jan. 29-Landen Mattson 
Jan. 31-Eric Kosters 
 
Anniversaries:  
Jan. 6-Steven & Laura Stewart 
Jan. 30-Jim & Cheryl Wolff 

 
 

 

 
eıƁǫż ıƤŕ eŜƙƙưȌǟżƁǔ 

 

rŴ Ȓưǳ ıǗŜ ı ǔŜǗǟưƤ Ȍżư ŜƤƓưȒǟ           
ŴŜƙƙưȌǟżƁǔ ıƤŕ ǗŜıŕƁƤŵ ǫżŜ ōƁōƙŜ      
ǔƙŜıǟŜ ŎưƤǟƁŕŜǗ ƓưƁƤƁƤŵ ǳǟʒ                 

eıƁǫż ıƤŕ eŜƙƙưȌǟżƁǔ ƢŜŜǫǟ ƁƤ ǫżŜ     
>²> ưƤ üǳŜǟŕıȒǟ ıǫ ɓʌɍɍ ǔƢʒ   
ĜŜ ȌƁƙƙ ǗŜıŕ ıƤŕ ȋƁǟƁǫ ıōưǳǫ żưȌ               

ǟŎǗƁǔǫǳǗŜ ŎıƤ ōŜ ưŴ ǳǟŜ ǫư ǳǟ ıƤŕ Ȍżư        
ƖƤưȌǟ ȌŜ ƢıȒ ŜȋŜƤ żıȋŜ ǟưƢŜ ŴǳƤʏ 

 

BEE ACTIVE! 
BEE SOCIAL! 
BEE WELL! 

We welcome anyone who would like to                                        
walk indoors or participate in some                                                
low impact exercise videos. 

Join us at the Christian Ministry Center                              
located at 7 South Main Street in Lead                                
on Tuesday and Friday mornings                                       

from 9:30 to 10:30 am                                                                               
during the winter months                                                               
of November through March.                                             
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KFC (Kids For Christ)                   
Youth Program  

 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month   

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm  
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                 Sunday school is available for                                                                 

                 pre-school through 5th grade 

children.  The curriculum is based on the 

stories of Jesus.  If you are interested in 

helping with our sweet young children, 

please contact the office at 584-1328.   

 
Bible Study at Trinity United Methodist Church  

 
[s|ƴ¢.Pwpzs.a£¤r¨ 

The Men's Bible study takes place Saturday mornings 
in the CMC starting at 7:30 am. This study is offered 
to all men of our church as well as any guests that 

they would like to include. No preparation is          
required and study material is provided.  

 
Coffee Break Bible Study                                                                                                                        

e}{s|ƴ¢.Q}ttss.P¡soy.Pwpzs.a£¤r¨.{ss£¢.}|.bv¤¡¢ro¨¢.
at 9:30 am in the CMC.  They are currently studying 
Mark, chapters 9 -16. They would love for you to join 

them.  Friends are welcome too!  Any questions can be     
directed to Shelli DeVries or Carol Holdcroft.                                                                                                  

 

There are no minute from the Administrative 
Council/Finance Committees as they               

didnôt meet in December. 

 

The Board of Trustees didnôt meet in             
December so there are no minutes to report.   

 

Please remember our homebound members 
 by sending them a greeting card  

 

*********************************************************************** 
  Doris Adamson    Orrin Aldrich    Betty Bender 
  52 Dunlap Ave.    921 Addie    122 Wall St. 
  Deadwood, SD 57732   Lead, SD 57754    Lead, SD  57754 
 

  Jean Dyer     Winnie Ferris    Kris Foreman 
  Edgewood Vista    312 Main Street     PO Box 165 
  540 Falcon Crest Dr., Apt. 159  Deadwood, SD 57731  Deadwood, SD 57732  
  Spearfish, SD  57783 
 
   
  Jeremiah Fredericksen 
  3737 Casa Verde St., #138 
  San Jose, CA 95134 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the our wonderful Trinity Ladies singing       
during worship service on December 29th 
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Christmas Events 
Live  

Nativity  

Preparing  
Cookie  
Boxes 

Christmas  
Caroling 


